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Not just an American Hero, General Patton was also a great friend to 
animals and an avid dog-lover. The English Bull Terrier was his breed of 
choice and the general owned several over his lifetime. The first, a tough 
pup named Tank, was presented as a gift for his daughters upon Patton’s 
safe return from WWI. Tank turned out to be stone deaf, and the girls 
would call him by thumping their feet on the floor! Yet somehow, Tank 
always knew when Patton was arriving home and would be there to meet 
him at the front door.  

Tank made for a loyal family dog, but the most famous was the last 
of Patton’s pets, a spunky Bull Terrier named Willie. While in England 
during World War II, Patton took in Willie as his own when the dog’s 
original owner, an RAF pilot, didn’t return home from a bombing mission. 
On March 4, 1944, Patton and his staff purchased the fifteen-month-old 
puppy and christened him William the Conqueror. It wasn’t long before the 
gun-shy pooch showed his timidity and a fear of loud battle noises, for 
which he received the affectionate nickname, Willie.  

“Willie was pure white,” Patton wrote, “except for a little spot on 
his tail, which to a cursory glance would seem to indicate that he had not 
used toilet paper." Patton also wrote, "My bull pup took to me like a duck 
to water.” The two were constant companions while in England. In fact, 
many accounts report that Willie would precede his owner into a room as if 
to announce to the soldiers, “Snap to it, boys! The general’s coming!” 

 



	2	

After Patton’s fatal car accident, 
Willie was united with the general’s 
family in California. Though he 
suffered separation anxiety for several 
months, Willie soon eased into 
retirement. To the left, Willie is 
pictured next to the General’s 
belongings after Patton’s death. “Do 
everything you ask of those you 
command,” was Patton’s mantra. “It is 
foolish and wrong to mourn men who 
died. Rather we should thank God that 
such men lived.” 
	

	Dear	Friends	of	the	Patton	Museum,	
	
I	want	to	thank	you	for	being	a	part	of	the	incredible	community	of	support	
surrounding	 the	 General	 George	 Patton	 Museum	 at	 Fort	 Knox.	 It	 is	 a	 very	

exciting	time	for	us	at	the	Museum	and	we	can’t	wait	to	share	our	developments	
with	you.	While	2020	has	presented	many	unique	challenges,	we	look	forward	to	a	

bright	future	in	2021	and	beyond.	
	
With	the	return	of	our	newsletter,	The	Patton	Saber,	you’ll	always	be	up	to	date	on	what’s	
happening	at	the	Museum.	We’ve	redesigned	our	website,	GeneralPatton.org,	and	encourage	
you	 to	 visit	 our	 new	 and	 improved	 home	 on	 the	 web.	 There,	 you	 can	 easily	 apply	 to	
volunteer	if	you’d	like	to	lend	a	hand,	and	you’ll	also	find	a	secure	way	to	contribute	online.	
If	you’re	on	Facebook,	we	also	invite	you	to	check	out	our	new	page	by	searching	for	“The	
General	George	Patton	Museum.”	
	
We	 have	 continued	 to	 expand	 our	 phenomenal	 team	 at	 the	 Patton	 Museum	 Foundation.	
Special	 recognition	 goes	 to	 Mark	 Hinton,	 our	 Chairman	 of	 the	 Board.	 We	 now	 have	 a	
wonderful	new	 intern,	Ashley	Ford,	 from	Sullivan	University	 in	Louisville,	whose	work	so	
far	 includes	 reviving	 The	 Patton	 Saber!	 Finally,	 Mike	 Martin	 has	 joined	 us	 as	 Campaign	
Manager	to	spearhead	our	renewed	fundraising	efforts.	If	you’d	like	to	learn	more	about	our	
campaign	goals	and	how	you	can	be	a	part	of	our	path	forward,	don’t	hesitate	to	reach	out	to	
Mike	by	calling	270-297-3385	or	via	email	at	mike.martin@GeneralPatton.org.	
	
We	 know	 how	 difficult	 this	 past	 year	 has	 been	 for	 many	 of	 you,	 and	 we	 too	 have	 faced	
considerable	challenges.	But	 like	my	grandfather,	George	Patton,	we	will	not	accept	defeat	
but	rather	persevere	to	victory.	We	are	working	diligently	with	U.S.	Army	officials	and	the	
State	 of	 Kentucky	 to	 ensure	 a	 safe	 reopening	 at	 the	 beginning	 of	 2021.	We	 can’t	 wait	 to	
welcome	you	back	and	we	hope	to	see	you	at	the	Museum.	
	
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
George	Patton	Waters	
Executive	Director,	Patton	Museum	Foundation	
Grandson	of	General	George	Patton	
	
	
	 	

A Message from our Executive Director 
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The pets with the most votes will win, 
so be sure to share your post with 

friends and family.  
Win a prize for having the most shares 

on Facebook! 
  

1st, 2nd, and 3rd place prizes. 
Prizes include:  

• Gift Shop Basket 
• Exclusive Tour of the Vault. 
• 2021 Calendar of the Top 12 favorite pets. 

Willie embodied the 
spirit of  “man’s best 
friend.” In remembrance 

of his loyalty to General 
George S. Patton, we invite you to 
celebrate your pet’s devotion. 
Introducing our “Pets for Patton” 
Photo Contest! Patton showed off 
Willie everywhere he went. Now is 
your chance to show off your furry 
(or not-so-furry) friends, and win 
some great prizes, too! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Pets for Patton” Photo Contest 

Take a photo of your pet and post it to (insert link). 
You can also go to our Facebook page for more 

information. Don’t forget to hit “Like” and follow us. 

	
Open	to	any	and	
all	animals!		

	
Show	us	your	
dogs,	cats,	birds,	
snakes,	turtles,	
even	pet	rocks!		

To enter, visit (INSERT 
LINK) 

Or go to our Facebook page: 
Facebook.com/PattonMuseum 

 



4	

Patron	
Any	Amount
	 	

$_____________________	Saber	Society-Bronze	
$100-499	

Saber	Society-Silver	

Saber	Society-Gold	

Make	checks	payable	to:	The	Patton	Museum	Foundation	

There are many trained military dogs within the Army and 
these canine soldiers make up a valuable component of what 
makes the Army strong. These military working dogs are not to be 
mistaken with family pets, like Willie. However, the two types of 

Army dogs have one thing in common: they typically out-rank their 
handlers. In fact, when Patton first acquired Willie in 1944, the dog was 

actually his superior! Traditionally, military working dogs rank as an NCO, or 
non-commissioned officer, a rank equivalent to that of Sergeant in the U.S. 
Army. This custom was initially implemented to prevent handlers from 
mistreating their dogs. 

Obtaining an officer rank is not specific to military working dogs, 
though; it also applies to the companion dogs of human officers. Once, while 
General Eisenhower visited Patton’s headquarters, he was accompanied by his 
black Scottish Terrier, Telek. The generals sat down for lunch, while the dogs 
relaxed under the table, when suddenly, a war broke out at the men’s feet! 
Willie, who took his name from William the Conqueror, though timid amidst 
the noise and gunfire of the battlefield, showed no hesitation in defending his 
domestic domain. He had noticed the little black Scottie at Patton's feet, and 
like his warrior namesake, sprung into action to defend his territory. It seems 
the ruthless military strength of his owner had rubbed off on Willie after all. 
 Fortunately, neither Willie nor Telek was injured in the scuffle, and once 
the two were separated, Patton banished Willie to an upstairs room. 

 "But this is Willie's home," General Eisenhower maintained, "We 
should lock up Telek."  

Patton shook his head. "No, sir! Telek outranks Willie, so Telek stays 
right here. Willie is confined to quarters, under arrest. That's army protocol."  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
  

Willie, the Officer 

PLEASE	DETACH	AND	RETURN	WITH	YOUR	GIFT	

To	contribute	by	credit	card,	please	circle	one:	
	 Visa	 	 	 	 MasterCard	
Card	Holder	Name	_________________________________________________	

Address	_____________________________________________________________	

City	_____________________________	State	_______	Zip	Code	____________	

Phone	_______________________________________________________________	

Card	#	______________________________________	Exp.	Date	_____________	

$500-999	
$_____________________	

$_____________________	

$1,000	&	above	 $_____________________	

To make a contribution to the Patton Museum Foundation: tear off donation slip and mail to: 
P.O Box 25 Fort Knox, Kentucky 40121 

Contributions can also be made on our website: www.GeneralPatton.org/Donate 


